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AIZOACEAE OF NEVADA 


By F. R. Fosberg 


Herbs or rarely small shrubs, often fleshy; leaves opposite 

to whorled or alternate, simple, stipulate or (in ours) not; flow- 

ers perfect, regular, with 4-5 lebed calyx, petals many to (in 

ours) none, stamens few to many, ovary superior or inferior, 
usually several celled, with as many free or slightly united 
styles or stigmas as ovary cells; fruit capsular, nutlike, or 
drupaceous, with 2 to many seeds. 

The two Nevada genera may be separated as follrws: 

Plants coarse, succulent, leaves opposite, flowers on very short 
thick pedicels, capsule circumscissile, calyx not divided to 
base == == +2 sf 2-5 =< eS ee ee ee He 1. Sesuvium. 

Plants slender, not succulent, leaves whorled, flowers on long 
very slender pedicels, capsule loculicidal, 3-valved, calyx 


divided to base --+--+--+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+--+e--+--- 2. Mollugo. 


1. SESUVIUM L. 
SESUVIUM L, Syst. ed. 10: 1053. 1759. 
Prostrate, succulent herbs with opposite leaves, axillary 
flowers with 5 somewhat petaloid imbricate sepals on a broadly 
turbinate receptacle, no petals, 5-many perigynous stamens, su- 


perior 2-5 celled ovary with axile placentation and separate 
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styles; fruit circumscissile; seeds numerous, black enclosed ina 


semicoherent silvery film, strongly curved, with a conical pro- 


jection below the prominent hilum. 


One species in Nevada. 


SESUVIUM VERRUCOSUM Raf. New Fl. 4: 16. 1838, 

Branches svreading, sometimes ascending at tips; leaves 
fleshy, spatulate, narrowed to the expanded and sheathing 
base; flowers on very short pedicels in leaf axils, usually 
on short, often zig-zag, branchlets, or on younger plants in 
main axils, pinkish within, 7-$ mm, long, calyx lobes acute or 
acuminate, margins hyaline, stamens numerous, irregularly co- 
herent at bases into bundles, ovary usually 3-4 celled; septa 
in fruit very thin and fragile, lower part of capsule mem- 
branous; seeds flattish, about 1 mm, across, 

Found in alkaline, usually damp or desiccating places 
such as lake and pond margins. This species has been mistak=- 
enly called S. sessile Pers. by most western authors. The 
latter name is a synonym of the pantropic S. portulacastrum 
L. 

Nevada: Washoe, Humboldt (?), Churchill, Mineral, 
Lincoln, and Clark (?) Counties. Several of the records of 
this species are uncertain because of the ambiguity of the 
information on the original labels. The species is likely 
much more widespread in the state than the few available col- 


lections would indicate, 
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2. MOLLUGO L. 


MOLLUGO L. Gen. Pl. ed. 5: 39. 1754. 

Slender annual or perennial herbs with the aspect of Caryo- 
phyllaceae, not especially fleshy, leaves opposite or whorled; 
calyx of separate imbricate sepals; petals none; stamens 3-10; 
ovary superior, 3-5 celled, styles as many as cells, ovules many; 
capsule loculicidal; seeds numerous, small, curved. 

A weedy tropical genus with one species introduced into 


Nevada, 


1. MOLLUGO VERTICILLATA L. Sp. Pl. 89. 1753. 

A slender prostrate annual with spreading stems; leaves 
linear-oblanceolate or narrowly spatulate, in whorls of about 
5 or 6; flowers also in whorls at most nodes, on slender ped- 
icels 1-1.5 cm. long; sepals 5, elliptic or oblong to obo- 
vate, blunt, with scarious margins; stamens usually 3; cap- 
sule oblong, partly exserted, about 4 mm, long, thin-walled, 
with the seeds showing through when dry, styles persistent; 
seeds bright chestnut brown, glossy, 0.7 mm. long, asymmet- 
rically curved, with a series of prominent concentric ridges 
on the back and outer portion of the sides. 

The carpet-weed, found in disturbed or cultivated ground, 
forming loose mats which may, in good situations, reach over 
0.5 m. in diameter, flowering from the very first, and ma- 
turing fruit continuously. 


Nevada: known to me at present, only from Washoe County. 
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